
RULERS 

Rulers are a tool used to measure length. 

Rulers are in both the English (US Customary) and Metric (SI) systems. 

Rulers are accurate and precise no matter which system is used. 

Be sure to start on the zero. Sometimes this is the end of the ruler. Sometimes it is not. 

If there is no zero, start on the first whole number, and then subtract that number from your final 

measurement. 

ENGLISH (US Customary) RULERS 

The English side of the ruler uses inches and divides each inch into 16 parts.  

Each tick mark of the ruler is 1/16th of an inch. 

English rulers use fractions which should be reduced. (Ex. 3 4/16th inch should be reduced to 3 ¼ inch.) 

How to do it: 

1. Put object to be measured on the zero mark.  

2. See what the highest whole number is that your object passes. This is the whole number part of your 

answer.  

3. Starting at the whole number, count how many tick marks the object continues past the whole 

number. (You do not count the whole number as a tick.)  

4. The number of tick marks you count is how many 16ths goes in your answer. (If this number is zero, 

then you don’t need to write it.) (Estimate if between two tick marks.) 

5. Reduce the fraction if possible. 

6. Label your answer. (Ex. inches, in, in.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: This shape is 2 3/16th inches. The 

largest whole number it goes past is 2 and it goes 

3 or 4 ticks past the 2. I estimated it is closer to 3 

so that’s 3/16th.  

The final answer is 2 3/16 in. 



METRIC (SI) RULERS 

The Metric side of the ruler uses centimeters and divides each centimeter into 10 parts.  

Even if the ruler says “mm” at the left end, the correct unit is centimeters (cm). 

Each tick mark of the ruler is 0.1 (one tenth) of a centimeter. 

Metric rulers use decimals. 

How to do it: 

1. Put object to be measured on the zero mark.  

2. See what the highest whole number is that your object passes. This is the whole number part of your 

answer.  

3. Starting at the whole number, count how many tick marks the object continues past the whole 

number. (You do not count the whole number as a tick.)  

4. The number of tick marks you count is how many tenths goes in your answer. (If this number is zero, 

then you don’t need to write it.) 

5. Label your answer. (cm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: This shape is 7.3 cm. The largest whole 

number it goes past is 7 and it goes 3 ticks past 

the 7.   

The final answer is 7.3 cm. 

Even though the ruler says, “mm” the answer is 

in centimeters. 


